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EDITORIAL. 


Since the publication of the last Quarterly Magazine, further 
changes have occurred in the constitution of the Editorial 
Committee. 


David Owen, who for several years has borne the heaviest 
burden in producing the Magazine, was finally forced to 
resign by pressure of work in his own expanding business. 
The Editorial Committee wishes to record its grateful thanks 
to David for his considerable contribution to the develop- 
ment of both the Victorian Branch and the Australia-wide 
Club. 


When David's resignation was received Volume 11 Number 2 
was in the hands of the printer, after a considerable delay 
caused by difficulties involved in producing the new cover. 
Sufficient copy is now available for another three issues 

of the Magazine, but it is sad to report that with the 
exception of one article from a New Zealand Member, all 
other articles have been compiled by Members of the Editorial 
Committee or other Members of the Victorian Branch. If the 
Magazine is to remain a publication of interest to every 
State Branch, it is to be hoped that contributions will be 
received from every State in the near future. 


Before this Magazine reaches Members, the Federal Rally at 
Canberra will have been held. The host State for this year 


is New South Wales, and on behalf of all Members, we wish 
them every success in their difficult task. 


The Editors. 
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THE ROLLS-ROYCE 20 H.P. 


It is indeed unfortunate that such a stark title should have 
been issued to any Rolls-Royce production, but various other 
names such as "Cinderalla" and "Goshawk" have never been 
accepted or regularly used. However, the title refers to 

one of the finest "small" cars ever built. Simple in design, 
but built to Rolls-Royce engineering standards, the 20 H.P. was 
the forerunner of a succession of Rolls-Royce "small cars" which 
were in the long run to prove as popular as the "big" Rolls- 
Royce. 


This latter state of affairs was certainly not expected by 

the Company at the time of inception of the 20 H.P., which 

was officially announced to a world-wide public on October the 
40h, 19:22’: In a letter to the motoring press dated the 27th 
September, 1922, Claude Johnson suggested that the ..."acquisi- 
tion of the Rolls-Royce "Twenty" may prove, for some people, 

to be merely a stepping stone towards the fullness of Rolls- 
Royce ownership"... or in other words, the ownership of a 40/50 
Rolls-Royce. Indeed, it would not be unreasonable to infer 
that the Company regarded the 20 H.P. Rolls-Royce as a means 
whereby those gentlefolk who had fallen on hard times could 
still be the proud owners of a Rolls-Royce vehicle - "Further- 
more, there are many persons who desire to possess a car of 
Superlative design and manufacture, but who cannot afford to 
acquire the 40/50 Rolls-Royce owing either to War losses, War 
taxation or other causes". The words of the Chairman of the 
Company - "Should the financial conditions of the world demand 
a departure from the one chassis programme followed by the 
Company since 1907", support the fact that the 20 H.P. was 
intended by the Company to be a cheaper car, — but without any 
sacrifice in quality - in order to meet the existing financial 
conditions. This underlying intention is stoutly denied by 
contemporary 20 H.P. owners and in fact, the Company itself 
carefully added a second reason for the production of the 20 H.P. 
by mentioning the need "to possess a more moderately rated car 
in addition to (not instead of) the existing 40/50 model". 
Therefore, although it appears to be clear that the 20 H.P. was 
produced to sell at a much lower price, its outstanding success 
and the success of the models derived from it, completely just- 
ified its manufacture. 


Claude Johnson's letter is reproduced in part below: 


27th September, 1922. 


THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS 
LETTER IS FORWARDED ON THE UNDER- 
STANDING THAT ON NO ACCOUNT SHALL 
IT BE POSSIBLE FOR THE PUBLIC TO 
READ IT BEFORE WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 
4TH, AND UNTIL THAT TIME IT SHALL 

BE TREATED AS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. 


To the Motoring Editor: 
Dear Sir, 

We have much pleasure in sending herewith some advance 
information concerning the Rolls-Royce six-cylinder 20 h.p. 


Car, the production of which will be announced to the public 
on Wednesday next, October 4th. 
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It will probably be within your recollection that at the 
last Annual Meeting of the Rolls-Royce Company on May 19th, 
1922, the Chairman - the Rt. Hon. Sir Edward Goulding, Bart., 
M.P. - stated that 


"Since the Armistice Mr. Royce had unstintedly sacrificed him- 
self in providing designs which could at short notice be 
materialised should the financial conditions of the world demand 
a departure from the one-chassis programme followed by the Com- 
pany since 1907", 


It is possible that the foregoing statement tended to prepare 
the public for the announcement of the new car, and we believe 
that there is a considerable amount of general interest already 
in existence in regard to it. We trust that the information | 
now sent you in confidence may enable you to enlighten your own 
section of the public on all the points they wish to know, any 
time on or after Wednesday, October 4th next, until which date 
we would ask you to treat the whole matter as strictly private 
and confidential. 


Apart from the general question of financial world- 
conditions, it has been found that there are many enthusiastic 
Rolls-Royce owners who desire to possess a more moderately rated 
car in addition to (not instead of) the existing 40/50’ model. 
Furthermore, there are many other persons who desire to possess 
a car of superlative design and manufacture, but who cannot 
afford to acquire the 40/50 Rolls-Royce owing either to War 
losses, War taxation, or other causes. 


The new Rolls-Royce will not be inferior to the 40/50 either 
in design, material, or care in manufacture. It will carry the 
usual Rolls-Royce three years' Guarantee and will have all the 
essential qualities of a Rolls-Royce product, but it will be a 
20 hep. car, not a 40/50 car. It is not suggested, therefore, 
that it will provide the luxury of riding and accommodation which 
is afforded by the famous 40/50 h.p., nor is it anticipated that 
the demand for the large Rolls-Royce - "The Best Car in the World" 
~- will be sensibly diminished, Indeed, it is likely that the 
acquisition of the Rolls-Royce "Twenty" may prove, for some people, 
to be merely a stepping stone towards the fullness of Rolls-Royce 
ownership. 


The output of the 20 h.p. Rolls-Royce will be limited as to 
quantity. It will be produced as a subsidiary to the 40/50, 
which will continue to be the principal product of the Company's 
Works at Derby. It is proposed to reserve the first few of the 
20 h.p. chassis for demonstration purposes. Orders from the 
public will be executed in strict rotation, which will be deter- 
mined by the time of despatch indicated on the telegram, or the 
date of receipt of the letter, containing the order. 


Finally, we would ask you to be good enough to make it clear 
to the public that the price of the 40/50 chassis will remain at 
£1,850, but that, in the event of it being found possible to reduce 
the price, any purchaser whose order has been given not longer 
than six months before such reduction will be entitled to the 
benefit of the reduction........2e0.% 


Yours faithfully, 
for ROLLS-ROYCE LIMITED, 
Managing Director. 


P.S. No 20 h.p. chassis or cars will be shown at Olympia in 
November. The only Rolls-Royce chassis or cars there 
shown will be of the 40/50 type. 
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Rolls Royce 20 H.P. 1923 84 K4. Touring body by Spencer of Adelaide. 


At the time of the announcement of the new 20 H.P. chassis, 
the published prices were as follows: 


STERLING 
Chassis £1,100 
Open Touring Car £1,590 
Landaulet (six seats) £1,745 
Limousine (six seats) £1,945 
Cabriolet (owner driven) 
(four seats) £1,880 
Cabriolet (chauffeur driven) 
(six seats) £1,900 


It is of interest to compare the chassis price of the new 
20 H.P. with the then current price of the existing 40/50 
H.P. model, the Silver Ghost at £1,850. The 20 H.P. there- 
fore sold at little more than half the price of the 40/50. 


Technically, the new 20 H.P. Rolls-Royce was the first entirely 
different Rolls-Royce production for some sixteen years. In 

this period, the Silver Ghost had been undergoing continual mod- 
ification and development, but had not been subject to any major 
change. Therefore, the technical specifications of the new 
model were eagerly awaited, and although the Company claimed 
that "there has been no very serious departure in this chassis", 
many of the motoring public considered that some very significant 
changes had been made, such as overhead valves, the discard of 
the torque tube, single dry plate, clutch, etc. 


A brief specification of the new chassis was published at the 
time of the announcement of the new model, and this was subse- 
quently used (after slight modification) in every Instruction 
Book, although the original capacity was given as 3150 c.c., 
whereas the Instruction Book claims that the capacity of the 
engine was 3127 c.c. 
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ENGINE: 


ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT: 


CLUTCH: 
GEARBOX: 


BACK AXLE: 


BRAKES : 


Six cylinders, 3" bore, 445" stroke, 3150 c.c. 
Die 6eHePea(ReA.G. ssatina)!.. Unit construction 
of engine and gearbox, three point suspension, 
monobloc with detachable head, overhead valves, 
operated by pushrods, Rolls-Royce battery 
ignition, automatic advance, forced lubricat- 
ion, cooling by pump circulation, Rolls-Royce 
automatic expanding carburetter. 


12 Volt, Rolls-Royce dynamo, starter motor, 
and other units 45-50 ampere-hour battery. 
Single dry plate. 

Three speed and reverse, central control. 


Spiral bevel drive, full floating, road wheels 
entirely carried on axle tubes. 


Internal expanding, both hand and foot brakes 
being of the same diameter, side by side, and 
operating on the same drums on rear wheels. 
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Rolls Royce 20 H.P. 1926 GZK 12, Limousine body by Martin & King, Melbourne 


ROAD SPRINGS: 


WHEELS 3 


WHEELBASE : 
TRACK: 


PETROL TANK: 


WEIGHT: 


ay 


Semi-elliptic, front and rear. 


Dunlop detachable wire wheels with 
32" x 44" straight-side cord tyres. 


WZ 9 Sr 
54". 


14 gallons capacity at rear of chassis, 
Vacuum feed. 


Chassis complete with tyres, battery, 
petrol, oil and water, but excluding 
spare wheel, lamps and other accessories 
- 2,305 lbs. 
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THE MOST RADICALLY NEW ROLLS-ROYCE 
CARS FOR 59 YEARS 


(Part 1) 


By now most of us have seen the new Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow and Bentley T Series motor cars. They were shown 
for the first time to the Public at the Paris Salon de 1' 
Automobile, which opened in Paris on Thursday the 7th of 
October. The cars were met here with tremendous interest 
and the orders that were taken have marked this car as a 
most successful venture by the Company. In Victoria, the 
Agents have orders for as many cars as they can obtain over 
the next eighteen months. 


The two new models replace the Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud 
and Bentley S Series Standard Saloons, which, during the 
ten years they were in production, proved to be the most 
successful models in the Company's history, both in home 
and export sales. The existing range of Phantom V, Sil- 
ver Cloud 111 and Bentley S.3 Continental cars with spec-— 
ialised coachwork will continue. 


The Silver Shadow and Bentley T Series motor cars are the 
result of more than ten years continuous development, and 
have a very advanced specification, incorporating independent 
suspension on all four wheels, automatic height control, new 
triplicated hydraulic braking system operating on large diameter 
discs on each wheel and new lighter assisted steering. The 
new steel and aluminium monocoque body has modern, functional, 
yet dignified styling retaining the traditional Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley radiator grilles. Although the cars are 7" 
shorter, 5" lower and 345" narrower, than those they replace, 
they have greater passenger space, larger luggage boot, bigger 
capacity fuel tank and better all round visibility. 


The new cars have been developed to meet every type of modern 
motoring conditions in town, on country roads and motorways. 
The qualities of comfort and silence, always associated with 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motoring, have been enhanced. In 
particular, the soft, comfortable ride over differing road 
surfaces is made possible by the independent suspensions, with 
automatic height control. The new steering layout gives 
excellent directional stability. Assurance of complete 
safety throughout the car's performance is provided by the new 
power braking system. 


ENGINE: 


The Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow and Bentley T Series are powered 
by the highly successful 8~cylinder aluminium engine introduced 
in 1959, but with redesigned cylinder heads of greater efficien- 
cy giving an increase in power. 


GE ARBOX: 


The automatic transmission has been improved to give even 
smoother changes by the incorporation of a free wheel device, 
and clutch. The gear selection lever, mounted on the steer- 
ing column, actuates an electric motor on the gearbox which 
actually changes the gear selected, The operation of the 
lever is finger light. 
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SUSPENSION: 


Independent suspension to all four wheels is provided 
by coil springs and hydraulic shock dampers. Front 
suspension is new and comprises twin double triangle 
levers. The new independent rear suspension compri- 
ses a Single trailing arm on each side of the car. 


The geometry of the front and rear suspension has been 
arranged so as virtually to eliminate ‘nose dive' when 
the brakes are applied. 


AUTOMATIC HETGHT CONTROL: 

Incorporated into the suspension system is an automatic 
hydraulic height control which ensures a constant riding 
height whatever the load. Three sensor devices, one in 
the front of the car and two at the rear, measure the 
deflection of the springs and the mean riding height is 
restored by hydraulic power, operating on a jack on each 
of the suspension coil springs. 


Normally the height control operates at a slow rate, so 
that it does not compensate for ordinary driving condit- 
ions, e.g. bends and hump—backed bridges, but when the 

car is standing with the doors open, or when the gear lever 
is in neutral, then a fast rate of levelling is provided so 
that the correct riding height is achieved quickly. 


BRAKES : 

Entirely new hydraulic power braking system, incorporating 
discs to all four wheels, is fitted to the new cars. Hydraul- 
ic power is provided by two engine driven pumps, each feeding 
its own hydraulic accumulator, operating at 2,500 lbs. per 

Sq. in. 

One of the hydraulic systems feeds one of the calipers on the 
front discs and provides the power for the automatic height 
control and the second system feeds the second caliper on the 
front discs and provides 42% on the braking in a combined cal- 
iper unit on the rear discs. Additionally, a separate master 
cylinder circuit provides the remaining 58% of the rear braking. 
Thus there are three separate hydraulic systems for complete 
safety, matching the car's performance. Also incorporated in 
the braking system is a deceleration conscious valve which is 
designed to ensure that the maximum amount of braking is avail- 
able under all conditions. 


POWER ASSISTED STEERING: 

Completely new power assisted steering is provided giving 
extremely light steering, yet retaining a positive ‘feel' of 
the road. The steering box incorporates a re-circulating 
ball and nut mechanism with an integral ram. 


BODY CONSTRUCTION: 

The coachwork is of steel monocoque body, with aluminium 

alloy doors, boot lid and bonnet top, to reduce weight. The 
engine suspension and steering mechanisms are mounted on a 
substantial sub-frame, mounted to the body by resilient spring ( 
mounts. These mounts have been specially designed to isolate 
the body from noise and road shocks. The final drive and rear 
suspension units are mounted on rear sub-frames, also attached 
to the body by resilient spring mounts. These ensure that the 
qualities of silence and smoothness, traditionally associated 
with Rolls-Royce are maintained and contribute to the excellent 
handling of the car under all conditions. 
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INTERIOR APPOINTMENTS: 


Following the traditional Rolls-Royce pattern, the uphol- 
stery is in best quality top grade English hide. The 

facia panel and door capping rail are trimmed in the best 
quality walnut veneer. A deep pile carpet covers the floor. 


The two individual front seats are electrically adjustable 
for height, forward-backward movement and tilt. The rake 
of the back rest is manually adjustable. The rear seat has 
been designed for maximum comfort for two persons, and yet is 
wide enough to accommodate a third person without difficulty. 


HEATING AND VENTILATION: 


A new fresh air heating and ventilation system is provided. 
The system comprises an upper and lower circuit which can 
be operated independently. The upper system can be used 
to demist the windscreen and two adjustable outlets on the 
facia can direct air inside the car to provide the greatest 
degree of comfort to the passengers. The lower system 
provides air to the body of the car through ducting on the 
ie llroyonary Air conditioning can be supplied as an optional 
extra. 
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SAFETY FEATURES: 


The extreme strength of the car's design is of itself, of 
course, a primary safety feature. Seat belt anchorages are 
provided as standard and the capping rail to the facia panel 
is padded. 


A positive transmission brake is provided through the gearbox, 
by selecting 'reverse' with the car stationery and the ignition 
in the 'off' position. Once this has been selected, inadvert- 
ent movement of the gear selection lever will not disengage the 
lock. The circuit can only be re-energised by switching 'on' 
the ignition. 


Incorporated into the headlight system is a separate circuit 

so that, should the headlights fail because of a break in the 
main circuit, a secondary circuit automatically bypasses the 
failure and restores the headlamps to the dipped position. 
Separate warning lights on the facia panel show when there is 

a fall in pressure of either of the two hydraulic systems; the 
level of coolant in the radiator falls and when the generator 
is not charging. Incorporated in the handbrake warning light 
is a separate circuit which will light if there is a failure of 
either of the stop lights. At night, when the side lights are 
switched on, the rear stop light and rear direction indicators 
are dimmed to avoid dazzle to following drivers. 


(END OF PART 1) 


“Confound it, Pickering, you'll have to go. This is the third break- 
down here since the New Model came out.” 


( With acknowledgements to the Bulletin of 
the Vintage Sports Car Club of Great Britain. ) 
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NOTES ON CLUTCH OVERHAUL - for 
ROLLS—-ROYCE PHANTOM 111 CARS (PART 1) 
By - John Griffiths and Bryce Wilson. 
INTRODUCTION: 


Clutches on Rolls-Royce Phantom 111 cars have an arduous 
task to perform, a task which appears to have been a bit 
much for them. Late series cars incorporate a modified 
"Long type" clutch plate which has the rear friction facing 
mounted on cushion springs, thus permitting a smoother take- 
up of the drive. The effect of a poor clutch on the rest 
of the transmission is so serious, the owner would be well 
advised to instruct his driver to attend to its overhaul at 
the first signs of it being necessary. This may be ds 
often as each 30,000 miles. 


These notes have been prepared following a clutch overhaul 

on a 1936 Phantom 111, 3-AZ-160. On this car, the clutch 
was very rough and did not disengage fully, especially at 
high engine speed. No doubt partly as a result of this, 

the gearbox synchromesh is now poor and a rear axle shaft 

has failed. The repair of the gearbox and rear axle is a 
much greater task than overhaul of the clutch, which is quite 
easily accessible (the gearbox need not be disturbed), and on 
which quite comprehensive Service Instruction Leaflets are 
available. 


The overhaul described here was carried out quite closely in 
accordance with the Service Leaflets. However, there are 
several aspects not covered: here, ordinary good practice 

was followed. These matters and any deviations from the 
procedure laid down in the Service Leaflets are the respon- 
sibility of the authors who did not consult Rolls-Royce Limited 
or their representatives about them. 


It is hoped that these notes will assist others undertaking 
this work. Many of the required tools were made by the 
authors and are available on loan. 


DISMANTLING: 


The rear of the engine must be supported on a stand or jack 

before the engine support is removed. A hydraulic jack is 

very convenient as it enables the engine to be raised easily 
to facilitate removal of awkwardly placed bolts. 


The steel plate housing the rear ball bearing for the clutch 
must be removed after undoing the ring of nuts holding it. 
There appears to be no simple way of fitting a puller to this 
plate so that it must be levered off, preferably with aluminium 
wedges and packing pieces used simultaneously on opposite sides 
of the plate. 


The main clutch casing is in two halves held together and to 
the crank-case by many bolts, some of which are ground, and 
act as locating dowels. Care must be taken to remove all of 
the bolts, some being in rather obscure positions. Both hal- 
ves must be loosened before they can be removed downwards from 
the car. We found it necessary to unbolt the headlight dipp- 
ing switch and move it out of the way. 
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PARTS REQUIRED: 


As long as some idea can be obtained of 


the clutch and of the standard of overhaul wanted, 


very convenient to obtain the required p 
cing the work and to obtain any further 
be needed by air freight. 


G 85600 Clutch Plate 

G 85734 Pressure Spring 

G 84703 Packing Ring 

G 83343 Thrust Bearing 

1000/0006 Cover Bearing 

RD 5794 Crankshaft Spigot 
Bearing 
Oilite Bush 

G 81325 Flywheel Lock Plate 

G 81326 Flywheel Lock Plate 
Crankshaft Bearing 
Lock Plate 

G 84347 Clutch Pressure Plat 

G 84571 Flywheel 

P8783) Clutch Pedal 

PST Brake Pedal 

G 80233 Clutch Coupling 

G 84346 Flywheel Ring Gear 

D 75445 Starter Motor Pinion 


*All prices from local Agent in Mel 
do not include Sales Tax. 


PACKING RING. 
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RING GEAR: 


Should replacement of the ring gear be necessary (as in our 
case due to excessive wear caused by the starter motor turn- 
ing before the pinion was fully engaged), it will be well 
worthwhile overhauling the starter motor at the same time. 
The starter pinion should be replaced in order to prolong the 
life of the very expensive ring gear. 


Immediate attention to a starter motor which engages poorly 
will save a great deal of trouble and expense later on. 


Rolls Royce Phantom 111 1936 3-AZ-160. 


BEARINGS: 


The cost of the bearings is relatively small suggesting that 
they should be replaced as a matter of course. 


The withdrawal and cover bearings and the oilite bush can be 
replaced without dismantling the clutch unit or removing the 
clutch casing. 


The crankshaft spigot bearing and the oilite bush operate only 
when the clutch is disengaged, and should therefore wear very 
little. The crankshaft bearing, however, is inaccessible, its 
lubrication is uncertain, and it is cheap. 


Hoffmann bearings are marked with one, two, or three polished 
circles on the outer race of the bearing to indicate the fit 

or diametral slackness between the balls and races. MO East: 
bearings have the minimum amount of clearance, '000' fit the 
maximum, As this fit is not specified by the bearing number, 
and as the bearings in the car may have been changed to incorrect 
ones at some stage, there is good reason for ordering bearings 
from Rolls-Royce even though they may be readily obtainable 
locally. In any case, the above prices are equivalent to good 
discounts on local lists. 


{END OF PART 1) 
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POSTSCRIPT ON THE PHANTOM IV 


The interesting article on the Phantom IV by Brian Matthews in a 
previous Quarterly has resulted in some further information on Hooper 
bodied Phantom IV's from Mr O.F. Rivers, who was for many years the 
Chief Designer at Hooper and Company. 


HOOPER BODIES FOR ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM IV 


Body Chassis Delivery 

No. Body Type Owner's Name No. Date 

9719 Enclosed Built for Lord Hives 4AF12 July 
limousine and sold subsequently 1951 


to the Duchess of Kent 
(now Princess Marina) 


9663 Enclosed H.R.H. the Duke of 4AF10 Sept 
limousine Gloucester alsyeyl 
9750 Sedanca H.H. the Aga Khan 4AF20. May 
1952 

9890 Enclosed H.M. the King of Iraq 4BP1 March 
limousine 1953 

9891 Enclosed H.H. the Prince Regent 4BP3 March 
limousine of Iraq 1953 
9941 Enclosed H.M. the Queen 4BP5 May 
Landaulette 1954 
10177 Enclosed The Shah of Persia 4cs6 Oct 
limousine 1956 


Mr Rivers writes: 

"On the Accession of Queen Elizabeth II the green Mulliner Phantom IV 
was immediately sent to Hooper and Company to be repainted in Royal 
Colours and subsequently kept in repair by Hooper and Company for 
some years. 


Chassis number 4BP5 was built as the Rolls-Royce "Jubilee" car and 
kept for the exclusive use of the Queen for special occasions (such 

as a visit to Africa) until she took it over permanently. It was 
painted in Royal Colours and had provision in the roof for the Queen's 
illuminated shield and the Royal Standard." 


(The Editor is indebted to Mr Rivers for his kindness in preparing 
and forwarding this information). 


© 


Quarterly Magazine 


"TAKING IT TO THE LIMIT" 


This is the third part of an account by Tony Brooks, the 
well-known racing driver, of his testing of the Rolls- 
Royce Silver Cloud 111. This article was commenced 
in the Volume 1 Number 14 and continued in the Volume 2 
Number 1 editions of the Quarterly. 


In the Alpes Maritimes. 


Fast mountain motoring is an excellent test of the braking, 
steering, balance and acceleration of any car - and part-— 
icularly of a luxury saloon; so Tony Brooks suggested he 
should drive the Silver Cloud over the kind of circuit that 
has been used as an elimination run in the Monte Carlo rally. 


Accordingly we left Monte Carlo and drove over the circuit 
la Turbie - Laghet - la Trinite - Drap - L'Escarene - Col de 
Braus ~- Sospel - Castillon - Menton and back to MOnte £arlo. 


At first the roads were busy but as the traffic fell away 
Tony Brooks began to motor the car at something approaching 
rally speeds. In particular we made a fast ascent of the 
Col de Braus - paused at the top for photography - and then 
made an all-out descent to Sospel on a completely clear road. 


This descent includes some 30 consecutive corners and lacets, 
or tight hairpins, separated by short stretches of straight. 
In many of these straights Tony Brooks took the car up to 
and around 70 m.p.h., braked, flung the car around, acceler- 
ating hard out of the bends. The 2-ton car rushed down the 
3,287 £t. high Col almost continuously on left or right-hand 
lock, taking a corner very fast every few seconds. 


At the bottom we pulled in to a garage for petrol. Smoke 
was pouring from the brake drums and the garage lad reached 
for a bucket of water. No aeed. In fact, the brakes had 
never grabbed nor shown any appreciable sign of fade. We 
motored on over the rest of the course. 


UP 


"The response of the steering was extremely good between 

left and right handers which often followed in quick 
succession within a matter of seconds of each other; but 

I would prefer higher geared steering for this sort of 
motoring. Despite these tight hairpins, it was quite easy 
to get the car round even if you approached them very fast and 
got a little bit of understeer. On many cars of this size 
one would have found it very difficult. There was always 
ample lock to spare and this gave the car considerable 
manoeuvrability. The overriding manual control of the gear- 
box was extremely useful under these conditions. I could 
play between 3rd and 2nd all the way up the Cols; I could 
keep it in 3rd and change down to 2nd for the really tight 
hairpins". 
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DOWN 


"On these tight hairpins the car handled very well. Despite 
its size and weight it was possible to throw it round the 
corners without any difficulty, and as on other types of 
corners it was noticeable that when the car reached a cer- 
tain point of roll, there was little or no increase in the 
roll angle on further increasing the cornering speed". 


"The car gave the driver every confidence with never any 
impression that it was going to do something unpredictable 
or let one down. The way it dug in on those turns was most 
impressive." 


"We went from the top to the bottom of the Col de Braus as 
fast as the road conditions would permit and we were unable 

to produce any noticeable fade in the brakes. When we got to 
the bottom there was smoke pouring off the brakes, so that 
they were certainly very warm, yet there was no appreciable 
reduction in efficiency". 


"My overall impression was one of a vehicle which almost 
thrived on such conditions. The harder one threw it around, 
the more it seemed to enjoy it. I was surprised by the 
controllability of the car under such very difficult 
conditions." 


THE VERDICT 


After living with the Silver Cloud 111 for two weeks and 
driving it far and fast for 2,700 searching miles Tony Brooks 
summed up his impressions in these words: : 
"The pleasure that I found in driving the Silver Cloud came 
from a balance of qualities that is unique in my experience. 
The result is that the car gives you high performance motor- 
ing as near effortless as it can be under all the varied road 
conditions experienced on test. The surprising thing to me 
is how well adapted the car is to modern traffic conditions. 
Indeed it tends to solve many contemporary motoring problems. 
Motoring of this kind cannot be anything but expensive, but 

I would say that in terms of sheer motoring pleasure, safety 
and durability, the Rolls-Royce is excellent value for £5,500. 
As a big, luxurious car that can nevertheless be driven ina 
highly sporting manner, there is nothing quite like it". 


ACH! EIN GROSSER BENZ MIT KOMPRESSOR, JA?" 
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